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CPRS Dates 

STILL A MESS! 
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Step-wise approach 

• Fix Dates in VistA first (much easier) 

– DUZ(“LANG”) 

– Set Input, DD and FMTE nodes in Language 

file. 

– Fix FMTE^XLFDT 
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DUZ(“LANG”) 

4 
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Language File Nodes 
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Lang file con’t 
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XLFDT 
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VistA Result 1 
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VistA Result 2 
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Delphi Experimentation 
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• Long Date Format 

• Short Date Format 

• To i18n CPRS, need to shoehorn dates 

into these formats—not a free for all 

Delphi/Windows Formats 
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• FormatFMDateTime 

• SetListFMDateTime 

– Delegates to FormatFMDateTime 

• For the future: ALL dates are 

interpreted as numbers.  

– , decimal is not accepted. 

CPRS Date Conversion Calls 
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Conversion Strategy 

Old Date Format New Date Format 

mm/dd/[yy]yy ddddd (short date) 

mmm/MMM dd, [yy]yy dddddd (long date) 

mm/dd/[yy]yy hh:nn c (short date + long time) 

mmm dd, yyyy hh:nn dddddd hh:nn 

Anything going to Fileman yyyy/dd/mm@hh:nn[:ss] 

• Redefine Long for US Locale to retain backwards compatibility 
• For now, other locales get the same long and short format 

• I don’t know any better; and I highly doubt the current CPRS 
design as it is all over the place. 
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ORDateBox 

• Prev, Callers set text representations of 

the date 

– Need to set Timson version 

• Prev, Date validation logic relied on 

Delphi’s rendering of the date text 

– Changed to use the Timson date 
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Before 
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After 
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Lots of Places Crash 

• Current List 

– Vitals 

– Problem List 

• Not related to Dates; unicode issue 

– Lab 

– Reports 

• Most crashes related to assumptions 

about parsing text dates. 
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Next steps 

• Fix all crashes 

– Vitals DLL will need to get compiled 

 


